
HIT LIST REVIEWS

on the appropriately titled “Toughest Girl 
Alive.” 

Meena and especial ly Chavez and 
Coleman deserve immediate attention. 
Chicago’s Jan King and Milwaukee’s Cailyn 
Lloyd would fit well on the next collection. 

As for the men of Disc 2 – Walter Trout, 
Devon Allman, Luther Allison, and co.? 
Well, they each play pretty good … for a 
guy. – Rick Allen

Books
alan Parsons
Alan Parsons’ Art 
& Science Of Sound 
Recording – The Book

For the recording en-
thusiast, Alan Parsons 
talking about recording 

techniques is cherry stuff. Parsons of 
course was the assistant engineer on The 
Beatles’ Let It Be and Abbey Road, and the 
engineer on Pink Floyd’s The Dark Side Of 
The Moon. That’s just the tip of the iceberg, 
as Parsons had multiplatinum success with 
the Alan Parsons Project and became a 
top-tier producer.

As a “reappraisal” of his award-winning 
video series, Parsons’ book goes into greater 
depth and detail in sharing his wisdom 
regarding sound recording. It’s packed with 
chapter after chapter of diagrams, photos, 
and in-depth discussions about mic place-
ment, recording software, monitoring, 
recording MIDI, dealing with disasters, 
and much more.

It’s an insightful, easy read, and the 
chapters are laid out in a logical fashion. 
It makes a great coffee-table book or a 
recording companion, and would be of 
interest to the casual novice, advanced 
recording aficionado, or curious music 
fan. It contains a plethora of technical 
information, amusing anecdotes, and the 
kind of user-friendly insight and flow that 
will keep you coming back for more. – OJ

george clinton
Brothas Be, Yo Like 
George, Ain’t That Funkin’ 
Kinda Hard On You?: A 
Memoir

Let’s get it out of the way. 
That title... one of the best 

in recent memory. Then again, what else 
should we expect from the man who ar-
rived in the Mothership to bestow on the 
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when Deke Dicker-
son’s first Strat 
In The Attic book 

debuted in 2013, it was 
an instant best-seller 
among guitarists in the 
smart set. Beer parties 
were abuzz; jam sessions 
dissolved into ersatz book 
groups rife with heated 
literary discussion. As 
the subtitle promised, the 
volume was chock full of 
“Thrilling Stories of Guitar 
Archaeology,” just the kind 
of bedside tales guaran-
teed to make guitarists 
and bassists dream sweet 
dreams – or wake up in 
cold sweats with bone-
chilling nightmares about 
the one that got away.

Now, Dickerson is back 
with installment number 
two, and the plot thickens.

Here are 26 chapters 
of guitar sleuthwork, 
running the gamut of rare, 
bizarre, and downright 
lucky finds from Strats to 
Standel amps to a Thomas 
Maltese Cross bass with 
gold-glitter pickguard. 
There are even life-

Kellerman, fretman Joe 
Bonamassa, and others.

There are tales of a ’60s 
blond-tolex Fender Show-
man formerly owned by 
David Marks of the Beach 
Boys, a custom ’60 ebony 
Les Paul Standard, the 
three-pickup Tele played 
by Marc Bolan and Mike 
Oldfield, Bonamassa’s 
landmark find of two mint 
Marshall stacks practi-
cally in his own backyard, 
Paul Bigsby’s toolroom 
“mule,” and much more.

Many of the yarns are 
Dickerson’s own. The guy 
is truly obsessed – not 
with buying, collecting, 
and owning rare instru-
ments, but with preserving 
guitaristic history that he 
has witnessed being lost 
just in his own lifetime.

Dickerson is a natural 
storyteller (well-practiced 
over a tall, cold one, 
probably). We’ll leave 
analysis of the literary 
merits of his prose, use of 
analogies, and dialectical 
subplots to the scholars 
and simply effuse over 
the sheer fun of reading 
these stories – then cross 
our fingers for a third 
volume. – Michael Dregni

threatening hazards and 
death-defying feats along 
the way – or at least the 
odd grumpy owner who 
won’t sell and an asthma-
inducing, rat-infested 
workshop to overcome. 
Anyway, Indiana Jones 
would be proud.

The stories are told 
by players and collec-
tors – including surf-
guitarist Pete Curry, 
luthier extraordinaire T.K. 
Smith, mystery scribe 
and guitar fan Jonathan 
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Deke Dickerson
The Strat In The Attic 2
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Deke Dickerson’s find at the former Bigsby factory in Kalamazoo, Michigan; Bigsby 
signage and Paul Bigsby’s “mule” guitar – a ’40s Kay archtop with test vibrato.
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